* 


The vanity of cryihę to Go b, wnleſe a peopl- 
Proceed in the path be bas N bed them, 


Illuſtrated in 
5 TEES Preached at 
Maroon in Eſſex, 
February the 11th, 1757. 


Being the 
D A Y appointed to be obſerved 
AS A 
GENERAL FAST. 


nnn 


* 


By LAWRENCE HOLDEN. 


unn 


9 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. BuckLAnD, at the Buck in Pater-nofler 
0 Row; and T. Torr in Chelmsford. 1757. 


EXOD. xiv. 15. 


And the Lo A D /aid unto Moſes, 
_ wherefore crieft thou unto me 


Sptak unto the people of Ifrael, 
that they go forward. 


O fee clearly the occaſion and 
meaning of theſe words, it may 

be neceſſary to look back to the 
j preceding verſes, which inform us, the 
Egyptian monarch, was highly, but un- 
reaſonably incenſed, that the Maelites, from 
' Whoſe ſlavery and grie vous oppreſſion he 
had reap'd conſiderable advantage, had now 
ſhaken off the yoke; and, though not 
without his permiſſion, had departed his 
kingdom: whom, he purſued, with a pow-. 


 erful and formidable army, till he comes 
within fight of them. In this conſterna- 
tion and perplexity, in this extremity of 

. to 


2 N 
IT and confuſion, Tjrael cried out uti 
to the Lord; and, in terms of reſentment, 
expoſtulated the caſe with their general or 
leader, Moſes ! Who, to allay their height- 
ned fears, and calm their tumultuous paſ- 
frons, gives them the ſtrongeſt aſſurances. 
of timely Succour; and of an effectual in- 
terpoſition to deſtroy their enemies. It is 
likewiſe implied, in the hiſtory, that he 
himſelf offered up his earneſt ſupplications 
for the common fafety. — To which my 
text contains the anſwer of the Almighty, 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, wherefore 
crieft, &c. The plain ſenſe whereof, I 
. apprehend, is as follows; : 
« That in this particular circumſtance, 
«© this alarming and moſt prefling emer- 
© oency, there is needful a preſence of 
e mind, with the moſt yigorous meaſures, 
e either for a deſperate engagement, or 
te an expeditious flight: reaſon and pru- 
t dence are directed to be employed, as 
more proper and ſeaſonflble than either 
* mutiny and contention, or ſacrifice and 


« devotion. That in all imaginable caſes, 
te every office and duty ought to be re- 


garded proportionably to its nature, in 
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be che al convenient ſeaſon, and with 


that ftreſs which is due to its real mo- 


« ſhould not omit or 1 a ee . 


te ſolemnities of religious worſhip: Not 


* ſhould they wholly rely on them, with- 


* out prudent, deliberate counſels, and 


tt the moſt reſolute and vigorous execu- 


it tion of ' thoſe meaſures which divine 
t providence puts in their hands. V bere- 
4 fore, &c.” 
On what occaſion, we are this day aſ- 
ſembled, you all know! And every one's 
juſt and deep ſenſe of the preſent unhap- 


py ſituation of our public affairs, I doubt 


not, will readily ſuggeſt too many reaſons, 
why this portion of ſcripture, may, very 
properly be made the ſubje& of our ſeri- 
ous meditation. 

In diſcourſing thereon, I deſign, 


Fixsr of all to enquire, Wherefore it 


is proper that public acts of devotion 
ſhould be ſolemnized, as highly ex- 
pedient; or, that a nation, a people 


with their governors or rulers, ſhould 


ery unto the Lerd. 
8 | Stec bl v, 


by 


1 * 1 
sreonvl x ſhew, That this ſhould bo 
done ſeaſonably, and with the utmoſt 
Nncerity; in order to animate and en- 
courage, and not to ſuperſede or ſet 
aſide any regular and virtuous endea- 
vours. | , 
n en, in a « Wer : 
| © Place, both theſe rules of conduct to 
. my dear countrymen, in a ſerious 
and pathetic application. OR 
_ Finer, I am to enquire, Wherefore i 3 
is proper that public acts of devotion 
ſhould be ſolemnized, as highly ex- 
; pedient; or, that both governors and 
| their ſubjects * cry unto the Lord. 


My text ought, by no means, to be in- 
terpreted as a prohibition, nor underſtood 


as implying the Jaff diſcouragement to a 
true, and regular devotion, either perſon- 
al or ſocial, ſtated or occaſional. The in- 


diſputable meaning is, Wherefore crie/t 
*_ Zhou unto me, at this preſent conjuncture, 


under theſe peculiar circumſtances, when 


ce ſo much as a few moments delay, | with- 
« out an immediate, and an unneveſſary 
a ce mi- 


as 
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miracle, ] if the people will not 80 
« forward, muſt iſſue in a fad return to 
« their late inglorious and wretched cap- 
« tivity, or in their inevitable and . 
“ ruin and deſtruction.“ en 
There is abundantly ſufficient Sand ; 
of reaſon, in the nature and relation of 
things, as well as from the authority of 
holy writ, for devotion in general, and © 
for the ſolemneſt public exerciſes thereof, 
upon uncommon and awful occafions. If 
there be a Jenovan ſupreme, and all- 
creating! a Deity all-prefiding, and un- 
rivall'd in majeſty ! To whoſe perfect na- 
ture, unerring wiſdom and omnipotence 
are eſſential ! - whoſe meaſures are all in 
equity and judgment.” Whoſe adoreable 
attributes are great, wiſe, good, and up- 
rigbi With whoſe exhauſtleſs bounty the 
ſmiling earth is repleniſhed ! From whom 
the immenſe heavens had their origin; 
and whoſe providence maintains their or- 
der, and actuates all their motions ! Sure- 
' ly his univerſal rule ought to be acknow- 


ledged, and bis u excellence a- 
87 e | 8 


5 - Again, 
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Again, if this ſelf-exiſtent; peerleſs Be- 
ing ſpoke all things, what they are; and 


3 at his pleaſure controlls their limited pow- 
ers! If he form'd man's ſpirit within him, 


ſurveys his thoughts, and weighs every 
purpoſe l If he be ſovereign in his coun- 
ſels, fix'd in his deſigns, and ſo arm'd 
with invincible might as with infinite eaſe 
to defeat all human art, and diſſipate the 
wiſeſt ſchemes; or with the blaſt of his 
mouth diſperſe the ſtrongeſt arguments as 
empty viſions, or as chaff before the wind 
It altogether becomes, and highly con- 
cerns all men to tremble at his power, 
to found their hopes on his guardianſhip, 
and to ſeck ſhelter, ſtrength, and ſafety 
in his reſiſtleſs aid, in his faithfulneſs, and 
mercy. 

The reaſon therefore is very obvious, 
and perfectly concluſive, why fallible, im- 
perfect, dependent creatures, ſhould im- 
plore protection from, and pay homage 
to the great Lord of heaven and earth; 
becauſe the inſpiration of the Almighty 
hath given them wiſdom, and underſtand- 
ing: and becauſe his ſuſtaining influence 
* their ſouls in life: : becauſe every 

good 


To1 


| "$604 and every perfect gift proceedeth 
from the Father of Lights : and becauſe 
the plain traces, the wonderful regular 
footſteps of his perfection and domini- 
on, appear throughout the vaſt creation. 
Indeed what would the univerſe be, if 
it could exiſt at all, but a moſt ſhocking | 
ſcene of wild havock and utter confuſion, 
deſtitute of the divine adminiſtration ! di- 
veſted of God's enlivening preſence and 
energy, his perpetual ſupport and all wiſe 
conduct: In whoſe hands abſolutely are 
the fortunes of individuals, and ths fates 
of kingdoms. 

Though, theſe are parts only of bem ways; 
and as the incomparable author of the 
book of Job very elegantly expreſſes it, 
chap. xxvi. 14. And how little a portion 18 
beard of him? Let moſt, if not all na- 
tions and ages of mankind have agreed, 
in one unſhaken belief of the exiſtence, 
and providence of God, and in the obli- 
cation of religious worſhip *. Under all 


It is queſtioned, not without reaſon, whether there 
ever was an atheiſt upon principle. And the celebrated 
Locle ſentiment, concerning innate ideas, is ſufficiently 
eſtabliſhed without having recourſe to hiſtories, the [au- 


Þ thenticity 


L 19] 73 
theit diſadvantages, how many ſentiments 
full of piety and generous morality are 
to be found ſcatter d in heathen authors ? 
Neither do they commonly exhibit to 
public view a character, to the laſt degree 
abandoned and infamous, without its vile 
owner making no difference between good 
and evil, and contemning the Gods: theſe 
heightned the colouring, indeed finiſhed 
the horrid deſcription +. What but the 
ſuppoſed neglect and total want of all 
religion, filled the patriarch's mind with 
gloomy apprehenſions of the worſt kind 
of . . mn even for- 


e ee le eee 
that there are parts of this earth where the inhabitants 
have no notion of à God ; no religion. 

: $ Vid: N Philoſophical Works, — Seneca, Plato, and 
the renowned, ſlave Epidtetus, &c: Likewiſe Hom. Od. 
Some of whoſe Lines run thus in the tranſlation. 

From God's o- hand deſcend our joys and woes, 
'Theſe he detrees,v and he but ſuffers thoſe, 

All pow'r is his, and whatſoe'er he wills, 
The will itſelf omnipotent fulfills. 
Our Ife to Heavens immortal powers we truſt 

Sud in their care, for Heaven maintains the juſt, Porr. 


+ Nor heeded theſe the cenſure of mankind By 
The good and: bad were equal in * Por. 


1 1 

eing his beloved conſort > Gen. xx. 17. 
And Abraham ſaid, becauſe I thbugbt, ſure 
ly the fear of God is not in this place; and 
they will flay me for my wife's ſake. 3 
From the ſame bitter root of irreligion, 
the Pſalmiſt likewiſe preſymes, that ini- 
quity of all kinds does arife, P/al, xxxvi. 
I. The tranſsreſſnon of the wicked ſaith 
within my heart, that there i is no your f q 
God before bis eyes. © © 
It is too evidently founded i in nature and þ 
eddie and there are too many inſtances 
upon record, both in facred and profane 
authors, to queſtion the obligation of reli- 
gious worſhip, or the general prevailing 
ſenſe of mankind on this important affair. 
The heads of families uſually conducted 
this branch of duty and ſervice: and the 
more ſolemn, public rites of communities, 
had for their directors the principal mem- 
bers; as appears from all antiquity, rulers 
and governours being frequently at the 
ſame time both kings and prieſts. There- 
fore, in very preſſing exigencies of ſtate, 
under public calamities from the ſword, 
famine, or epidemical raging diſtempers ; 
they have been conſidered as tokens of . 
B 2 heaven's 
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heaven's juſt indignation and humble 
ardent prayer has been thought the beſt 
means to appeaſe it; men being fully 
ſenſible of the abſolute neceſſity of the 
divine protection and favour, in order to 
their proſperity and happineſs; with, 
bodies proftrate on the ground, and in 
all habits and attitudes that might ex- 
preſs an unfeigned concern, and the 
deepeſt mourning; with the richeſt ſa- 
crifices, and the moſt expenſive offerings, 
they crouded the temples, and OR: 
ed all that was poſſible to atone 1 
In ſacred \writ hoy frequently do we 
meet with the houſe of Iſrael's lamen- 
tation after the Lord. Thus, when the 
ark was taken by the Philiſtines, 1 Sam. 
vii. 6. They gathered together to Mizpeb, 
and drew water, and poured it out before 
the Lord, and faſted on that day, and ſaid 
there, we have ſinned againſt the Lord. 
At the gth ver. And Samuel took a ſucking 
lamb, and offered it for a burnt-offering 
wholly unto the Lord for Iſrael, and the 
Lord heard him. | 
Again. After King David had num 
ber d the people, 1 Chron. xxi. 16 and 17. 
Y . Q And 


[ . I 3 | 'F 
And David lift up bis eyes, and ſaw the, 
Angel of the Lord land between the earth. 
and the heaven, having a drawn ſword in. 
his band firetched over Jeruſalem: then. 
David and the elders of 1ſrael, who were. 
chathed in ſackcloth, fell upon their faces. 
And David, unhappy that his character 
was not uniform, yet in this and many 
other inſtances, with a generoſity peculiat 
to a great and noble ſpirit, he ſaid unto 
' God, Is it not I that commanded the people 
to be number'd? Even I it is that laue 
ſinned and done evil indeed : but as for theſe 
ſheep, what have they done? Let thine 
hand, I pray thee, O Lord my God, be on 
me, and on my father's bouſe, but not on 
thy people, that they ſhould be plagued. 
And with regard to Nineveh when the 
prophet Jonab, Chap. iii. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10. began to enter into the city, and 
cried and ſaid, yet forty days and Nineveb. 
ſhall be overthrown. The people of Nineveb 
believed God, and proclaimed a faſt, and 
put on ſackcloth from the greateſt of them 
even to the leaft of them. For word came 
wnto the king of Nineveb, and be aroſe / 
. from his — and be laid bis robe from 
him 
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Bees) . and 1 bim with ſackcloth, a 


fat in afbes. * And be cauſed it to be pro- 
claimed, and publiſhed through Nineveh, by 
the decree of the king and bis nobles, ſaying, 
bet neither man nor beaſt, herd nor flock, 
tale any thing ; let them not feed, nor 
drink water. But let man and beaſt be 
covered with ſackcloth, and ery mightily 
_ wo G. yea, let them turn every one 
from bis evil way, and from the violence 
that ts in their band.. Who. can tell if 
God will turn and repent, and turn away 
Jrom bis fierce anger that we periſh not, 

From all which, and many other paſſa- 
ges that might be quoted, it is evident, 
that mankind have reckoned it their indi- 
penſable duty to practiſe piety, and upon 
extraordiaty occaſions to offer up their 
common, united, and moft fervent ſup- 
plications, to him that inbabiteth eternity 
for relief, protection. and mercy. Not 
more natural is it for a beloved child in 


* yy or 3 to call upon, or 


„ latimations among the orientaly and ancient Greeks, 
of the heavieſt ſtrokes of adverſe fortune, and tokens of 
the greateſt grief. Job. i. 20. ii. 12. Pott. Greek Antiq. 
Vol. II. * 
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M the aſſiſtance of the arms of an 
indulgent parent; than for the whole 
ſpecies, apprehenſive of, or immerſed in 
calamities and diſtreſſes, to have inſtant 
recourſe to the father of lights, the great 
fountain of all being and order, . perfec- 
tion and happineſs. Devotion then, ho- 
mage unfeigned, is a natural and reaſon- 
able ſervice, ſuitable to the relation we 
ſtand in to the infinite mind; due to the 
world's all- powerful and moſt beneficent 
Director. And is extremely uſeful to im- 
perfect frail mortals; as it is capable of in- 
ſpiring them with the nobleſt fortitude; 
and animating them to perform the moſt 
heroick enterprizes, Only think, we are 
acting in the preſence and under the 
guardianſhip of an all- ſufficient, moſt 
juſt, and good Deity z in obedience 
to his ſovereign order, for his glory, 
and diſtinguiſhing approbation; a daſ- 
tardly fear muſt be infinitely. far from 
us! Nothing can be fo terrible as a 
faulty negligence, a ſcandalous remiſſneſs. 
We ſhall act with ſteadineſs, intrepidity, 
and . ardour ; * in an honeſt juſt cauſe, 
=" 
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either conquer fs triumph plvrioſly,, ; 
or elſe, after we have done our utmoſt, 
lye down with ſerenity and perfect ſatiſ- 
alen in the bed of honour. 


But this rather belongs to the SEC 
thing propoſed, which is to ſhew, 
that a nation or people with their 

rulers and governours ſhould cry 
unto the Lord ſeaſonably and with 
the utmoſt! fincerity: and with ſuch 
proper diſpoſitions and affeCtions, 
ends, and purpoſes, as may ant- 
mate and encourage, not ſuperſede; 
not ſet afide regular and vigorous 

meaſures. Wherefore crieft thou unto 
me, ſpeak unto the people 27 Jrael 
7a hs they 80 forward. 


| At this entiance on this chapter Moſes 
had his full inſtructions given him; that 
Pharodh would follow after them, and that 
the Lord would be honoured upon bim, and 
upon all his beſt. In conſequence whereof, 
bis buſineſs was to proceed as directed, not 
fearing any miſcarriage ; not, in the leaſt, 

doubting 
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19 
doubting of the event. At this conjunc- | 
ture and - advancing extremity, inſtant . 1 
motion, and vigorqus action were incum- | 
bent on this people: ſo that addreſſes, 
earneſt petitions, and pious, devout ſup- 
plications might have been, and muſt in 
like caſes, be defer'd to a more convenient | 
ſeaſon. As it is with other inſtances of 
duty and virtue, obedience is better than 
facrifice ; ſo would any thing more than 
mental ejaculations, be utterly ill-timed, 
and probably fatal to the moſt powerful 
army, when within view of the enemy; 
or, in the inſtant of forming for an en- 
gagement in the field of battle, 
But ſuppoſing ſome threatning public 
circumſtance, occaſioned - by the want 
of piety, and the univerſal neglect of 
righteouſneſs, men alarmed ſhould cry 
unto the Lord, ſhould faſt, and pray, and 
do it with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs, with 
united fervour and ſolemnity. Such : 
ſeaſonableneſs perhaps is now; if ever! 
Not only. to implore gracious heaven's 
kind aid, ſuccor, and mercy; [inex- 
preflibly more of theſe we have received, 
' C 1 
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| than we have either--deſerved, of made 


a gratcful proper uſe of,] but deeply to 
affect and impreſs ourſelves; and in- 
fluence people, of all ranks and ſtations, 
to act up to their reſpective characters, 
to conſult more the public welfare, to 
reform, what glaringly wants reforma- 
tion among us; and to repair paſt negli- 
gencies, and remedy. paſt mifcarriages. 
But where ſhould I begin, or where 
ſhould I end, in pointing out what in all 
conditions, and among all denominations 
loudly calls for amendment? What prin- 
ciples and diſpoſitions have been predo- 
minant? What a torrent of infidelity, 
ptofaneneſs, and immorality among us? 
What have our luxury and effeminacy, 
pride and avatice; injuſtice, impiety and 
uncharitableneſs, falſchood, open intem- 
perance, and numberleſs debaucheries 
teſtified, declared, and proclaimed be- 


fore God and Man? 

Some will probably remark, theſe e- 
normities do reſpect individuals, rather than 
2 community.——la truth, theſe and all 
other vices and 8 reſpect and 
* myure 
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injure both: but beſides,” I fear there are 
too many reigning notorious crimes that 
immediately and directly tend to a nation's 
reproach and deſtruction, Eſpecially, if 
iniquity, as has been ſurmiſed, is to be 
found in high places; ; and greater abo- 
minations than can well proceed from 
appetite and paſſion, or be the mere ef- 
fect of fleſh and blood! If theſe be not 
the calumnies of ill · will and diſaffection; 
and if we have ſuch things as iniquitous 
laws never repealed; and inventions of _ 
men taught for divine doctrines; if vena- 
lity, or corruption, and various other 
| ſcenes of wickedneſs, in ſtations of emi- 
nence and diſtinction; if there actually 
are ſuch things, they ſhould haye been 
corrected and reformed previouſly to our 
ſolemnly aſking, or reaſonably expecting, 
that divine providence ſhould favour and 
bleſs us. To pretend to feek God in 
devotion and humble ardent prayers, 
without ſeeking juſtice, ' relieving con- 
ſcience, and eſtabliſhing truth; without 
puniſhing, and eſpecially, as far as poſſi- 
ble, preventing iniquity and immorality; 

22 with- 


© inſulting, and betraying them all! - 
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„ 
without being a praiſe and protection to 
them that do well: it will be a flagrant 
| mockery in appointed ſolemnities to in- 
voke the Infallible Diſcerner and Al- 
mighty Being, without regarding public 
virtue, and countenancing univerſal righ- 
teouſneſs; without directing a-right the 
public zeal, and freely renouncing what the 
laws of God, and all juſt laws of men 
condemn ! in the name of God, of re- 
ligion, of integrity, honour, conſcience, 
what is all this but neglecting, violating, 


I would render unto Cæſar the things 
which are Czſar's; and am perſuaded a 
prince of higher merit, endowed with 
more royal virtues, never ruled any peo- 
ple, than he whom providence bleſſes us 
withal. I love my native country as 
paſſionately and as ſtedfaſtly, as thoſe 
that ſhare more largely in its emolu- 
ments and favours: otherwiſe, I ſhould 
not be bold to take theſe liberties, this 
honeſt freedom, whereof no man, whe- 
ther he be great or little, ought ever 
to be aſhamed. 
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But what is faſting and humiliation 
with the avaricious and unfeeling, in a 
time of general dearth; whom no ar- 
guments can influence to recompence 
the induſtrious poor adequately to their 
neceſſary demands? nor prevail with the 
farmers, Cc. to ſell the corn they have 
in ſtore houſes, or deal their bread to 
the hungry. I hope there are not very 
many ſuch monſters ; » ſome ſuch there 
are; therefore the queſtion, even at this 
ſeaſon of liberality and generous almſ- 
giving, is not wholly impertinent. What 
is prayer and ſupplication, in ſubjects that 
refuſe to give government, in - peaceful 
times, it's proper ſupports; and in war, 
it's ſtrength and ſinews? or in an admini- 

ſtration, which miſapplies, perverts, or 
makes private property and real plunder 
of the moſt ample and liberal ſupplies? 
Where, farther is the ſenſe hereof in 
treacherous, effeminate, timorous mili- 
tary men and poultroons ? 
In any rational interpretation of theſe | 
ſolemnities ; they are earneſt addreſſes to 
the almighty and univerſal ſuperinten- 
dant, 


. : 
dagt, to favour, bleſs, and ſucceed our 
honeſt and vigorous endeavours, Not 
that we ſhould render the land fruitful, 
without any cultivation: not that be 
Jhould exalt a nation, without their own 
righteouſneſs, wiſdom, and 'public vir- 
tue: not that without their own con- 
duct and bravery, he © ſhould crown 
| armies and navies with viory and 
triumph. 

That we ſhould acknowldege God in 
all our ways, is doubtleſs perfectly fit 
and reaſonable: but is it in ordinary, 
for miracles, that true devotion inſtructs 
people to pray ? or rather, for the hap- 
py iſſue of prudent and vigorous mea- 
ſures : be ſure, not miracles, while the 
means of ſafety are in our power with- 
out them. * Not that, as of old, the 
ſtars ſhould fight in their courles : : and 
the fun ſtand ſtill; or the whole ſyſtem 


ſtop and wait! Not that elements ſhould 


charge, and the atmoſ phere thunder out. 


Sie t 


Nec Deus jnterſi, gif dignus vindice nodus 
2 By at OM Ar. de bt kau. 


'bombs 
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bombs flying abroad as meteors; or that 
. catinon balls ſhould be pouring down 
like the rattling . hail. No] but that 
our forces, whether by ſea or land, be- 
having like Britons, © with an undaunted 
reſolution and heroick bravery. That 
Heaven may protect, defend, and crown 
theſe with glory and victory, 
Indeed, I hardly know, what that 
thing is we aſk, of the all-wiſe diſpoſer 
of events, the very petition for which is 
not intended to affect our own minds, and 
that implies not ſomething to. be per- 
formed or done by ourſelves. —— One 
great purpoſe of devotion . ſurely is to 
put our own hearts in a ſuitable frame, 
and. from hopes of the Almighty's aſ- 
ſiſtance, to animate ourſelves to do what- 
ever is in our own power. | 
But what are confeſſions and public hu- 
miliations without amendment? without 
the return to righteouſneſs, and the unalter- 
able fixed purpoſe to act as our circum» 
ſtances require? What are they all but 
ſolemn parade of preſumption, arrant 
— or downright hypocriſy ? 
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And may not Solomon's beautiful alluſion # 


Here, as in all other kinds of indolence, 


properly take place. Go 7o the ant thon 


deyout 3  confider her ways and 


"_ proceed Tüix DI to recommend, 
in their proper place, and with 
that regard which is due to them, 
both theſe rules to my dear coun- 


8 Ne 

The moſt availing humiliation, and 
acceptable truly religious faſting, is, our 
declaritig the divine right in us, out 


exalting his honours, and adoring his 


name: inviting his ſupreme wiſdom to 
guide our weaker policies, and earneſtly 
imploring his fuccor and mercy !- With 
humbled minds, every one engaging to 
break off thoſe fins, he is conſcious of, 
by righteouſneſs: and the iniquities of 
which he has been guilty, with reſpect 
to the poor, by ſhewing them greater 


A Prov. vi. 6. 
' © Mercy, 
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mercy. In ſhort, high and low, rich 
and poor, ſhould impartially review their 
lives, and determine, wherein they have 


+ been evil, thoroughly to reform them. 


They ſhould likewiſe, go forward to 


improve the gifts of providence, and 
bravely, nobly defend their glorious li- 
berties, ſo long as Heaven has not re- 
jected; nor our too many errors have 
not quite infatuated us; let not my dear 
countrymen, brethren, friends, | ſuffer 
themſelves to be diſcouraged, - to * fink 
in deſpair, on account of unnatural al- 


liances, ſome great miſcarriages ; nor on 2 


account even of enemies, unnumber'd 
as the herds of Baſban, and combined 
in the moſt ſolemn leagues. Awake only 
to wiſe counſels! arouſe only to vigorous 


meaſures! Ariſe, go forth, ſhize, glitter 


in arms! As the lioneſa, robb'd of her 


furious young! raging, as the . hunted 
wild boar | and fixed as fate, to put our 

foes to . confuſion, z or elſe to fall, 
periſh bravely | | 

We know enough what popery meaneth, 

rnd, what arbitrary power! Much better ag- 

4 D' quainted 
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quainted are we, with genoine chriſtianity, 


true liberty, and the mildeſt, and beſt 
government under the ſun! Shall we 


tamely reſign theſe? Are we ck of 


them? Shall we humbly,  abjeMly beg 
to become a provinee to Francek And 


eternally brand the renowned names f 


our glorious fore-fathers; rather, thoſe 
of their degenerate ſons? I would not 
ſuggeſt a thought ſo ignoble, fo tho- 
roughly baſe and unmanly ! He cannot 
be a true Briton whoſe heart diſdains it 
not; whoſe ſpirit will ever ſubmit to 
ſlavery; were the chains even made of 
| pure gold, or the fetters- beſet with the 
"moſt brilliant diamonds |! n e 
Our ſovereign, our moſt gracious prince, 


dur ever glorious King! What ſhall Tay? 


The word pierces deep, the name forces 
tears! — How has he governed? Or 
what is his univerſal character? Is it, 
during a courſe of thirty years, protecting, 
tenderly indulging, and enobling, enrich- 
ing, aggrandizing his ſubjeQs, which is 
the reaſon or the cauſe, they can put 
up with the groſſeſt = him ? 
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Or hear, without the utmoſt horror, what 


has happened? 1 

. - For ſhame, if not PR they will 
go forward, alleviate his mighty cares, 
fight his battles, and overcome che ene- 


mies that have reproached him, and ue, 
the common troublers of Eurupr, . 


in heaps around him. 
Whatever has been conjectured e 
boded from paſt events; numbers with 


e T. abt en ue en d Me f M. 


berty, Honour, proteſtantiſm, and our 
country. Counſellers may be found that 
want not ſafficient wiſdom ; generals 
ho want not - bravery; and. admirals 
that will not be remiſs, wn * 
** 


geeſe and cranes may remind, who are 
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But theſe concerns ata anal 
our ſuperiors; whom * the fable of the? 


1 


likely to be the firſt and greateſt fuffer- 
ers, if they ſhall be found unfaithful, 


| negligent, or tardy. As to ourſelves, let 

us eſteem and wiſely improve the ad- 
vantages, and fignal peculiar 2 
„ » See C ch Fab. cxxxvii. 


we 
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we enjoy, making continual advances in 
our ſearch after truth, and practice of 
piety and uniyerſal righteouſneſs; acting 
regularly and ſteadily in thoſe capacities 
and relations wherein providence has pla- 
ced us: daily praying, that the throne 
may be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs, and 
upheld with mercy, That our public 
national affairs may be ſo conducted and 
ſucceeded, that in due time we may re- 
Joice . in an honourable peace, and a ſet · 


. "1 i 


tled tranquility. That the land may like- 


wiſe yield its increaſe, - and the trees their 


fruit: the poor be ſatisfied with bread : 


and there be no waſting, nor deſtruction 


within our borders. 
That we may be i n thank- 


ful to the moſt powerful and moſt boun- 


«tiful of all beings, for his multipled bleſ- 
_fings. and mercies: univerſally well af- 


fected to the wiſeſt and beſt of earthly 
rulers; and be diſintereſted moſt paſſionate 


lovers of our patiye country. With all 


our other, leſſer, many of them, trifling 


differences, that we ma be all united 


in one mind, and one N. of DEVEL» 
_— 
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faillog charity ; 4 the inviolable moſt 
fervent love of one another, that out- 
prayers be not hindered. . And, may the 
God and Father of . Jeſus Chriſt, - the 
ſource / and fountain of all mercy,. view 
our numberleſs defects and imperfecti- 
ons with a - fatherly eye, guiding us 
through this various cheqͥuered being with 
a moſt tender care. And when we re⸗ 
ſign this frail mortality, admit · us to his 
preſence, confirm us in his image, -andt” 
and crown us with his everlaſting favour. 
Which God of his infinite merey * 
&c. 
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